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Knights of Columbus
In Service to One. In Service to All. 

Important Dates:

Mar 8:   Regular Business Meeting

Mar 11:  Lenten Fish Dinner

Mar 15: Cathedral Assembly Meeting 

Mar 19 : St Patrick’s Day Dance

Mar 20: Monthly Parish Breakfast 

Mar 29: Officer Meeting

Mar 30: 1st & 2nd Degree STJW 

Apr 9/23: ARC Collection

Apr 3: Communion Breakfast

Apr 12: Regular Business Meeting

Apr 17: Monthly Parish Breakfast 

Apr 19: Cathedral Assembly Meeting 

Apr 26: Officer Meeting

Apr 27: 1st & 2nd Degree STJW

May 10:   Regular Business Meeting

May 15: Monthly Parish Breakfast 

May 25: 1st & 2nd Degree STJW

May 31: Officer Meeting

Communion Breakfast

Sunday, April 3rd

Corporate Communion

@ 8:30 Mass
(Knights and their families sitting 

and praying together at Mass)

Breakfast follows

8:30 Mass

Guest s- $5 

Families - $10

Please RSVP to 

cfensty@ptd.net

Annual Lenten Fish Dinner

Friday, March 11, 5-7 pm

STJW Parish Center Hall

COST

• $10 for adults

• $5 for children 6-12 years old

• Children under 6 are free

Take out meals available

St Patrick’s Day Party
Saturday, March 19, 7 – 10 PM

Traditional St Patrick’s Day Fare

Live Band –“Altar Ego”

Dancing

Silent Auction

O'Grady Quinlan Academy of Irish 

Dancers

$20 per person

To reserve a group table, 

please contact John Fitzpatrick @

610-530-7728 or jlfitzpatrick@verizon.net

Life – Imagine the Possibilities – Support 40 Days for Life

mailto:jlfitzpatrick@verizon.net
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ARC Measure Up Campaign April 9 & 23 9 AM – 7 PM @ Sam’s Club

June 11, 2016 - Save the Date!

Exemplification of the 4th Degree

Holiday Inn Conference Center, Fogelsville, PA

If you  are a 3rd degree Knight,

consider joining the 4th degree

See John Fitzpatrick

Rose for Motherhood

1st & 3rd Sunday after 11:30 Mass

Please Contact Karl Mueller

Time flies by in the blink of an eye – who will carry on our charitable mission?  

Don’t wait till it’s too late – ask a Catholic man to join the Knights now!

2015-16 Officers 

Grand Knight Jim Hoffmann

Chaplain Father James

Deputy GK Oliver Villavicencio

Financial Secretary Charles Fenstermaker

Chancellor Open

Advocate Bob Partel

Treasurer Jeff Shuey

Recorder Dan Zeroka

Warden Benny Pacelli

Inside Guard Jim Mann

Outside Guard Bill Laudenslager

Trustee Dave Shellhamer 

Trustee Jim Dilg 

Trustee Lloyd Trego

District Deputy Jerry Judge

Field Agent Dennis Tobash

Master Fourth Degree John Fitzpatrick

Lenten Perpetual Adoration

Round the clock adoration from 9AM

Mondays through 8AM Saturdays, concluding

at 9 PM Wednesday, March 23.

A weekly schedule with open and filled

hours is in the chapel vestibule; you can

sign up there or call Ed & Mary Johnstone

at 610-434-2594, or email us at

adoration@stjw.org

God bless,

Ed & Mary Johnstone

Come and strengthen your marriage. Tickets are 

on sale for the Passion and Purpose for 

Marriage event on Saturday, April 16, 2016 at St. 

Joseph the Worker Church. The presenter will be 

nationally known speaker and author Dr. Allen 

Hunt from Matthew Kelly ’s Dynamic Catholic 

Organization. There will be an 8:30am Mass, 

music by George Lower, an introduction by 

Bishop Barres, then Dr. Hunt will begin at 

10:00am. Refreshments will be provided. 

This is a diocesan event held at St. Joseph the 

Worker Church in Orefield. Cost is $25 per 

person. Tickets are also available by going to 

dynamiccatholic.com/Orefield or call 859-980-

7900. Questions? Call Betty 610- 298-0050 

Brother Knights for 

supporting and donating at 

our best winter blood drive 

yet!  Roll up your sleeves 

for our August drive.
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Grand Knight’s Message

Brother Knights!

As we are moving ahead in our mission to serve our 

Parish, our Brother Knights, and our communities, I 

would like to acknowledge each of YOU as 

participants in that advancement.  No matter how 

large or small a contribution YOU are able to make in 

time, talent or donation, YOU are vital to our 

existence and our success.  You make the difference.  

Please prayerfully consider what YOU have done in 

the past, what YOU are doing now, and what YOU 

can and should be doing in the future.  Only YOU 

know what YOU are called to do, but DO 

SOMETHING!  We are all busy.  We all have a life 

outside the Order.  Work, kids, social activities, aging 

parents, home projects, etc.  But each of us, every 

one, can carve out a few hours from our busy lives to 

help contribute to the lives of others.

We have recently created the “Honey Do Crew” for 

helping the widows of our deceased Brothers with 

household projects.  This will be expanded to include 

the Brothers themselves who need assistance.  Going 

forward, we will be taking a much more active role in 

the Parish projects and youth ministries, not to 

mention the ever popular summer festival.  NOW IS 

THE TIME!  JUST DO IT!!!!!

Jim Hoffmann

610-509-3042

Archdiocese for Military Services

Archbishop Timothy Broglio heads up the 

Archdiocese for Military Services, which was 

created by Pope John Paul II to provide spiritual 

support and other religious services to the U.S. 

Armed Forces. This has been increasingly 

challenging because of the shortage of Catholic 

chaplains.  Catholics make up 25 percent of all 

troops but only 8 percent of the chaplain corps –

not enough to go around.

The shortage has been more acute than it has 

been in the past.  Catholic chaplains in the 

military numbered in the thousands during 

World War II. Now there are fewer than 240. 

"We could use an additional 200 priests today" 

states Father Kopec, an Army chaplain who 

deployed with the 101st Airborne Division to 

Iraq. He was one of only three priests in the 

whole division, and was responsible for a region 

roughly the size of Pennsylvania.  Father Kopec 

commented, “As a battalion chaplain, you don't 

care if they're religious or not – you're 

responsible for their well-being.“

You may not be aware, but the Archdiocese for 

Military Services receives no funding from the 

military or the government in support of 

programs such as the Co-Sponsored Seminarian 

Program and must continue to rely solely on the 

generosity of private donors, like the Knights.  

Our Supreme Master recently reported on the 

Military Chaplains Scholarship Fund, which has 

received $1,106,486.28 from our most generous 

members.  The Supreme Master asks that we 

keep this program alive and continue to promote 

the great need we have for Catholic Priest's to 

serve our brave young men and women in our 

nation’s military. Let’s continue to "Pass the 

Helmet" at our council and assembly meetings.

Building the Domestic Church

Knights of Columbus has always been an 

organization dedicated to the well-being and 

support of Catholic family life. The family is 

the first and primary place where we 

experience and are formed in our Catholic 

faith. By building upon our current programs 

and activities, the Knights of Columbus 

continues to promote the family as a ”domestic 

church” where husbands and wives, parent and 

children, grow in their knowledge and practice 

of the Catholic Faith. 



Insuring Catholic families was at the heart of Venerable Michael McGivney’s founding vision

Near the end of his first year at a Jesuit seminary in Montreal, as final exams were approaching in June 1873, 
Michael J. McGivney received sad and unexpected news from his family in Connecticut: His father had died at the 
age of 48. Michael was the eldest child, and he left for home without taking his exams, uncertain about whether his 
father’s death would mean the end of his own dream of becoming a priest.

His father, Patrick, was a molder in a brass factory in Waterbury, an Irish immigrant who still had a wife and six 
other children living at home on Railroad Hill Street, and who left them what most workingmen of his station in 
that era left their families when they died too soon — very little. In his absence, the McGivney family would have 
to survive on faith, charity and the labor of the older children. The kind of insurance that might have eased this 
burden was mostly the province of families of more means than theirs.

Michael’s year at the seminary had cost his family $300. Where would they find $300 more for another year? 
Would he have to go back to his old job making spoons at a Waterbury factory?  He was lucky. The bishop of 
Hartford heard of his plight and decided that a promising young man with such a deep vocation should be in a 
seminary, not a tableware factory. By September, Michael J. McGivney was studying for the priesthood again, at a 
seminary in Maryland, the providential beneficiary of the bishop’s generosity.

Father McGivney died young, too — of pneumonia, two days after his 38th birthday in 1890. His survivors 
included 6,000 Knights, members of the Order that had started with those few earnest young men on a winter night 
in the basement of St. Mary’s. He was one of 66 Knights to die that year, and his beneficiaries were thus entitled to 
the $1,000 death benefit that he believed was so essential to families diminished by early death. His benefit went to 
Annie and Maggie McGivney, his sisters.
. 

Dennis Tobash   
(484) 357-2539  
dennis.tobash@kofc.org
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http://stjw.org/church/organizations/knights-of-columbus-council/


